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MEMORY OF LANDSCAPE 

I HAVE NEVER SEEN: 
Collection of the National Gallery in Prague 
 

25 January,2013 to 21 April, 2013 

at National Museum of Art, Deoksugung 

 

SEOUL KOREA (January25
th

, 2013)    

The National Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Korea presents a 
special exhibition, Memory of 
Landscape I have never seen: 
Collection of the National Galley in 
Prague. Held in National Museum of 
Art, Deoksugung in Seoul between 
January 25 and April 21, the event 
guides art lovers in Korea to a fine 
collection of 107 paintings produced 
by 28 Czech artists from 1905 and 
1943. 
 

As the Korea’s first exhibition to 

introduce works by modern masters of 

Czech Republic, it will give Korean art 

lovers a rare opportunity to appreciate 

some of the Czech’s greatest modern 

paintings. The exhibition is aimed at 

offering viewers a succinct, but comprehensive, introduction to the Czech’s modern art developed 

through the turbulence the country suffered in the period from late 19
th

 to early 20
th

 century as well 

as the distinctive aesthetic sensibilities and cultural capabilities of Czech artists. 

 

The exhibition was organized as part of the effort to get over the favoritism of Korean art 

communities towards Western Europe and help Korean art lovers expand and diversify their artistic 

experience. The exhibition will be a concise and fruitful introduction to the wealth of Czech’s 

modern art, guiding viewers in an effective manner to the wonderful artistic legacy of the East 

European country seen from diverse points of view. 

 

History shows that Czech has developed outstanding cultural capabilities via active exchange with 

European cultural hubs in the West such as Vienna and Paris as well as the unique national heritage 



based on the Slavs and the Bohemians. The cultural achievements made by the Czechs in the areas 

of art, music and literature spread to the rest of Europe, and today to other areas of the world 

including Korea.  

 

The Czech people in the modern period spent turbulent times with the fall of imperialism, rise of 

nationalism, the two World Wars, birth of the Czechoslovakia Republic, rampancy of socialism, 

and introduction of the democratic system. Czech artists in this period chose changes created from 

new viewpoints, continued to ask questions about their identity, and voluntarily accepted the hard 

reality they faced. 

 

It is quite remarkable that the progressive artistic activities of Czech artists are comparable with 

those of Korean artists of the same period who had to respond various powerful stimuli and impacts 

from outside forces such as Western and Japanese imperialism. So, art lovers visiting the exhibition 

will be offered a valuable opportunity to peep into the struggles of Korean artists to get over the 

political and social difficulties troubling them and think over the 21
st
 century they need to move 

through. 

 

The exhibition will be accompanied by a variety of events related with the Czech Republic 

including lectures by Czech ambassador to Korea Jaroslav Olša and the curator of the National 

Museum of Contemporary Art, Korea and other related cultural and artistic programs. The 

programs for ordinary art lovers are planned to be held in March and April. 

 

Further details of the educational and cultural programs related with the event will be offered 

through the museum’s official website (www.praha2013.co.kr) and participation will be confirmed 

via online reservation. 
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http://www.praha2013.co.kr/


￭ Exhibiting works 

 

        
František Kupka (1871-1957)         František Kupka (1871-1957)               Emil Filla (1882-1953) 

Study for Autumn Sun /1906          Portrait of F. Kupka and Mrs. E. Kupková           Morning/1911 

1908           

 

     
František Muzika(1900~1974) Miloslav Holý (1897~1974)    Vlasta Vostrebalova-Fischerova (1898~1963) 

Three Sisters/1922          Portrait of an Old Woman      Letna in 1922 

                         1925                       1926 

 

František Janoušek     Josef Šíma (1891~1971)                            Emil Filla(1882~1953) 

(1901~1961)          Memory of  Landscape I Have Never Seen              Tropical Night/1938 

The Smoker/1934      1936 

 



￭ History of National Gallery in Prague 

 
National Gallery in Prague was established on 5 February in 1796 by the Society of Patriotic 

Friends of the Arts which was organized by the collaboration between the highly patriotic 

aristocrats in Bohemia and middle class intellectuals encouraged by the Enlightenment movement. 

Their aim was to enhance the taste of the public. The two allied groups set up two institutions called 

'The Academy of Fine Arts' and 'The Picture Gallery of the Society of Patriotic Friends of the Arts', 

with the latter becoming the institution that was easily approachable by the public, and now known 

as National Gallery in Prague.  

 

   In 1902, the Gallery absorbed The Royal Modern Art Gallery of Bohemia which had been 

established for the private purpose of the Emperor, Franz Joseph I, and since then has been 

collecting 20th Century art. In 1918 with the founding of the Republic of Czechoslovakia, the 

Gallery was converted into the republic's national art collection. In 1919, Vincenc Kramář 

(1877-1960) was appointed as museum director, and for a short time, changed it into a modern 

museum and professionally ran the museum. In 1942, in the middle of the Second World War, the 

museum was on the verge of having to close down, but after the War National Gallery in Prague 

was established in Prague in 1949 with the purpose to boost the nation's morale through putting 

together the artworks. The museum currently houses collections of various genres of artworks 

including national and international paintings, sculptures, graphic art and new media, and is 

dedicated to the recording and preserving of the collections which facilitates for the public to view. 

  

   National Gallery in Prague is composed of 6 different exhibition spaces: Convent of St. Agnes of 

Bohemia (Medieval Art in Bohemia and Central Europe), Sternberg Palace (European Art from the 

Classical Era to the Close of the Baroque), Schwarzenberg Palace (Baroque in Bohemia), Kinský 

Palace (asian and ancient  mediterranean Art), Veletrźní Palace (Art of the 20th and 21st Centuries), 

Salm Palace (exhibition Space). 
 


